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The Key Stage 4 Curriculum at Coloma, 2016-18 
 
The Curriculum at Coloma 
 
Everyone will study courses that lead to GCSEs at the end of Year 11 in 
Religious Studies, English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, 
Sciences, a Language, and a Humanity subject. 
Everyone will also continue with Physical Education, but not in general as a 
GCSE. 
 
In addition to the core subjects above, everyone will have the opportunity to 
express preferences for further study. In making your choices you need to 
ensure that you keep future options open. Think about what you would like to 
study, consider the subjects that you are best at, which subjects you enjoy and 
which may help you in the future. 
 
This curriculum ensures that your studies at Key Stage 4 are broad and 
balanced and lays the foundation for progression to your chosen career. 
 
What are GCSEs? 
 
GCSE stands for General Certificate of Secondary Education.  GCSEs are 
highly valued by schools, colleges, employers and universities so they will be 
useful whatever you are planning to do. They are your first set of qualifications 
and will go on your CV and on application forms for jobs, colleges and 
university.  
 
Examinations and Assessment 
 
To gain a GCSE qualification, your knowledge and understanding can be 
assessed in two ways.  
 

 An examination which is marked by external examiners.  

 Controlled Assessment. This is a piece of work carried out within school. 
The controlled assessment is usually marked by the teacher and a 
sample is sent to an external moderator. In some cases it will be marked 
by external examiners. 

 
Some subjects will have both an examination at the end of the course and 
controlled assessments; most subjects will be assessed by examination only.  
 
Next Steps 
 
This booklet provides information about each of the courses that are offered in 
Year 10.  Read these carefully and talk with your subject teachers and your 
form tutor. Discuss the subjects and your preferences with your parents. 
 
This booklet will be made available on the school website under  
Teaching and Learning\ KS4 Curriculum, so that the links in the booklet can be 
accessed more easily. 
 
You are asked to return the preference form by Wednesday May 4th, 2016. 
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GCSE Religious Studies  2016-18 
 
Religious Studies  
 
In Religious Studies students will: 
 

 develop  knowledge and understanding of religions and non-religious beliefs, 
such as atheism and humanism 

 develop  knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, teachings, and 
sources of wisdom and authority, including through their reading of key 
religious texts, other texts, and scriptures of the religions they are studying 

 develop their ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and 
structured written arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of 
understanding of the subject 

 have opportunities to engage with questions of belief, value, meaning, 
purpose, truth, and their influence on human life 

 be challenged to reflect on and develop their own values, beliefs and 
attitudes in the light of what they have learnt and contribute to their 
preparation for adult life in a pluralistic society and global community 

 
Students will be required to: 
 

 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of two religions. At Coloma one 
of these will be Catholic Christianity. 

 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key sources of wisdom and 
authority including scripture and/or sacred texts, where appropriate, which 
support contemporary religious faith 

 understand the influence of religion on individuals, communities and 
societies 

 understand significant common and divergent views between and/or within 
religions and beliefs 

 apply knowledge and understanding in order to analyse questions related to 
religious beliefs and values 

 construct well-informed and balanced arguments on matters concerned with 
religious beliefs and values set out in the subject content which can be found 
at:- 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fil
e/403357/GCSE_RS_final_120215.pdf 

 
 
Progression:  How will the study of Religious Studies benefit me in my 
future education and career?  
 
Religious Studies deepens your understanding of your faith and provides you 
with a basis for nurturing your spirituality and your values throughout life.  This 
subject is of great benefit for any career but particularly teaching, law, media, 
journalism or the caring professions. Your study of moral and social issues are 
also valued by the medical profession.Through this subject you will develop 
your ability to read, understand and analyse written texts, learn to evaluate 
critically a wide variety of issues and develop your research and writing skills. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/403357/GCSE_RS_final_120215.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/403357/GCSE_RS_final_120215.pdf


 Coloma Convent Girls’ School: KS4 Curriculum 2016-18 
 - 5 -  

GCSE English and GCSE English Literature  2016-18 
 
English  
 
This has three areas of study: Critical reading and comprehension; Writing; 
Spoken language. Students will be expected to:  

 read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding  

 read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform 
and improve their own writing  

 write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately  

 use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately  

 acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and 
understanding of grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for 
reading, writing and spoken language.  

 

These aspects will be formally assessed for the final grade. In addition students 
must be able to listen to and understand spoken language, and use spoken 
Standard English effectively. Spoken language will be reported on as part of the 
qualification, but it will not form part of the final mark and grade. 

 

Specification followed: AQA GCSE English (8700) 
This can be found at: 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8700-SP-
2015.PDF 
 
English Literature 

Students will be expected to:  
read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good 

understanding, and make connections across their reading  
read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to discuss 

and explain their understanding and ideas  
develop the habit of reading widely and often  
appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage  
write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, using 

Standard English  
acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical 

terminology
 

and other literary and linguistic terms they need to criticise 
and analyse what they read.  

 
Specification followed: AQA GCSE English Literature (8702) 
This can be found at: 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8702-SP-2015-
V1-1.PDF 

 

Progression:  How will the study of English benefit me in my future 
education and career? 
 
A good GCSE grade in English is an essential requirement for study in most 
subjects at higher level. All employers, colleges and university admissions 
officers value highly good grades in both these subjects. 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8700-SP-2015.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8700-SP-2015.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8702-SP-2015-V1-1.PDF
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/english/specifications/AQA-8702-SP-2015-V1-1.PDF
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GCSE Mathematics  2016-18 
 

GCSE Mathematics enables students to develop fluent knowledge, skills and 
understanding of mathematical methods and concepts. Students will learn to: 
acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems; reason 
mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions; 
comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety 
of forms appropriate to the information and context.  
 
The content of GCSE Mathematics is split into six broad topics: 
 

 Number 

 Algebra 

 Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

 Geometry and measures 

 Probability 

 Statistics  
 
There will be three equally-weighted written examination papers for the GCSE. 
  
Paper 1 is a non-calculator assessment and a calculator is allowed for Paper 2 
and Paper 3. 
 
Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long. 
 
Regular school tests and examinations will be set throughout the course to 
monitor progress.  Each girl will be prepared for the level of examination most 
suited to her individual learning needs. 
 
Specification followed: Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics, (1MA1) 
This can be found at: 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/spe
cification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf 
 
 
 
Progression: How will the study of Mathematics benefit me in my future 
education and career? 
 
A pass in GCSE Mathematics is a standard minimum requirement for  

 University courses  

 sixth form courses 

 employers. 
 

In particular, it is the thinking skills derived from studying Mathematics that are 
highly valued by many employers.   
 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf
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GCSE Combined Science  2016-18  
 
Combined Science 
 
GCSE study in combined science provides the foundations for understanding 
the material world. Scientific understanding is changing our lives and is vital to 
the world’s future prosperity, so all students are taught essential aspects of the 
knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science.  
 
Students will be helped to appreciate how the complex and diverse phenomena 
of the natural world can be described in terms of a small number of key ideas 
relating to the sciences which are both inter-linked, and are of universal 
application. Combined Science will have a minimum of 30% of each of Biology 
Chemistry and Physics. 
 

The content for Combined Science can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/4
41761/Combined_science.pdf 
 
Combined Science GCSE will: 

 
 have a minimum total assessment time of 7 hours  
 allocate 15% of exam marks to assessing students in relation to 

practical work 
 allocate 20% of exam marks to assessing mathematical skills at an 

appropriate level of difficulty (1:2:3 ratio for Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics) 

 require students to complete at least 16 specified practical activities 
 
Grades awarded for Combined Science are likely to use a 17 point grading 
scale with outcomes from 9-9, 9-8 through to 2-1, 1-1. (This is still under 
governmental consultation).  
 
 
Progression:  How will the study of Combined Sciences benefit me in my 
future education and career? 
 

 GCSE Combined Sciences aim to provide students with the skills to become 
scientifically literate young people, and to understand ‘how science works’. 

 

 GCSE Combined Sciences provide training in analysis, understanding, 
evaluation, application of knowledge and data handling provide foundations 
for many A Level subjects as well as sciences. 

 

 Increasingly, a GCSE pass grade in science is required for a variety of 
courses and training, not necessarily those related to pure sciences, at 
university, in further education or in the workplace. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441761/Combined_science.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441761/Combined_science.pdf
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GCSE Biology  2016-18 
 

Biology  
 
Biology is the science of living organisms (including animals, plants, fungi and 
microorganisms) and their interactions with each other and the environment. The study 
of biology involves collecting and interpreting information about the natural world to 
identify patterns and relate possible cause and effect. Biological information is used to 
help humans improve their own lives and strive to create a sustainable world for future 
generations.  
 
Students will be helped to understand how, through the ideas of biology, the complex 
and diverse phenomena of the natural world can be described in terms of a small 
number of key ideas which are of universal application, and which can be illustrated in 
the separate topics. 

The content for Biology can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441
760/Single_sciences.pdf 
 

Biology GCSE will: 
 

 have a minimum total assessment time of 3.5 hours  
 allocate 15% of exam marks to assessing students in relation to practical 

work 
 allocate at least 10% of exam marks in Biology to assessing mathematical 

skills at an appropriate level of difficulty 
 require students to complete at least 8 specified practical activities 

 
 
 
Progression:  How will the study of Biology benefit me in my future education and 
career?  
 

 GCSE Biology and other GCSE sciences aim to provide students with the skills to 
become scientifically literate young people, and to understand ‘how science works’. 

 

 Training in analysis, understanding, evaluation, application of knowledge and data 
handling provide foundations for many A Level subjects as well as sciences. 

 

 Increasingly, a pass grade at GCSE in sciences is required for a variety of courses 
and training, not necessarily those related to pure sciences, at university, in further 
education or in the workplace. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441760/Single_sciences.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441760/Single_sciences.pdf
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GCSE Chemistry 2016-18 
 
 
Chemistry 
 
Chemistry is the science of the composition, structure, properties and reactions of 
matter, understood in terms of atoms, atomic particles and the way they are arranged 
and link together. It is concerned with the synthesis, formulation, analysis and 
characteristic properties of substances and materials of all kinds.  
 
Students will be helped to appreciate the achievements of chemistry in showing how the 
complex and diverse phenomena of both the natural and man-made worlds can be 
described in terms of a small number of key ideas which are of universal application.  
 
The content for Chemistry can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441760/Si
ngle_sciences.pdf 
 
Chemistry GCSE will: 

 
 have a minimum total assessment time of 3.5 hours  
 allocate 15% of exam marks to assessing students in relation to practical 

work 
 allocate at least 20% of exam marks in Chemistry  to assessing 

mathematical skills at an appropriate level of difficulty 
 require students to complete at least 8 specified practical activities 

 
Progression:  How will the study of Chemistry benefit me in my future education 
and career?  
 

 All the GCSE sciences aim to provide students with the skills to become scientifically 
literate young people, and to understand ‘how science works’. 

 

 Students will have training in data handling, problem solving and understanding and 
evaluating their knowledge. 

 

 Increasingly, a pass grade at GCSE in sciences is required for a variety of courses 
and training, not necessarily those related to pure sciences, at university, in further 
education or in the workplace. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441760/Single_sciences.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441760/Single_sciences.pdf
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GCSE Physics 2016-18 
 
Physics 
 
Physics is the science of the fundamental concepts of field, force, radiation and particle 
structures, which are inter-linked to form unified models of the behaviour of the material 
universe. From such models, a wide range of ideas, from the broadest issue of the 
development of the universe over time to the numerous and detailed ways in which new 
technologies may be invented, have emerged. These have enriched both our basic 
understanding of, and our many adaptations to, our material environment.  
 
Students will be helped to understand how, through the ideas of physics, the complex 
and diverse phenomena of the natural world can be described in terms of a small 
number of key ideas which are of universal application and which can be illustrated in the 
separate topics set out below.  
 
The content for Physics can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441760/Si
ngle_sciences.pdf 
 
 
Physics GCSE will: 

 
 have a minimum total assessment time of 3.5 hours  
 allocate 15% of exam marks to assessing students in relation to practical 

work 
 allocate at least 30% of exam marks in Physics  to assessing mathematical 

skills at an appropriate level of difficulty 
 require students to complete at least 8 specified practical activities 

 
 
Progression:  How will the study of Physics benefit me in my future education and 
career?  
 

 All the GCSE sciences aim to provide students with the skills to become scientifically 
literate young people, and to understand ‘How Science Works’. 

 

 Students will have training in data handling, problem solving and understanding and 
evaluating their knowledge. 

 

 Increasingly, a pass Grade at GCSE in sciences is required for a variety of courses 
and training, not necessarily those related to pure sciences, at university, in further 
education or in the workplace. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441760/Single_sciences.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/441760/Single_sciences.pdf
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GCSE French, German and Spanish   2016-18 

 
Through studying a GCSE in a modern foreign language, students develop their ability 
and ambition to communicate with native speakers in speech and writing. The study of a 
modern foreign language at GCSE should also broaden students’ horizons and 
encourage them to step beyond familiar cultural boundaries and develop new ways of 
seeing the world. 
 
Study of a  modern foreign language enables students to: 

• develop their ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native 
speakers in speech and writing, conveying what they want to say with increasing 
accuracy 
• express and develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently 
• listen to and understand clearly articulated, standard speech at near normal 
speed 
• deepen their knowledge about how language works and enrich their vocabulary 
in order for them to increase their independent use and understanding of 
extended language in a wide range of contexts 
• acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through the ability to 
understand and respond to a rich range of authentic spoken and written material, 
adapted and abridged, as appropriate, including literary texts 
• develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the 
countries and communities where the language is spoken 
• be encouraged to make appropriate links to other areas of the curriculum to 
enable bilingual and deeper learning, where the language may become a medium 
for constructing and applying knowledge 
• develop language learning skills both for immediate use and to prepare them for 
further language study and use in school, higher education or in employment 
• develop language strategies, including repair strategies 

 
Content for modern foreign languages can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/485567/G
CSE_subject_content_modern_foreign_langs.pdf 
 
Progression:  How will the study of a modern foreign language benefit me in my 
future education and career?  
 

After successful completion of the GCSE course, you may wish to continue with further 
study of the language. You can then continue to study one or more languages at 
university as a main subject or as a module.  This has become a very popular option for 
students in recent years. 
 

The ability to use one or more foreign languages for practical communication is a great 
asset in many careers and a real advantage in the job market. 
 

 
 

Please note: GCSE Spanish may be taught as a twilight course on one afternoon a week 
from 3.15 to 5.15 p.m. 
 

Students following the twilight course will have to be highly committed, motivated and 
have a good aptitude for language.  This is an extra GCSE and it will be at the discretion 
of the department if students are accepted on this course. 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/485567/GCSE_subject_content_modern_foreign_langs.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/485567/GCSE_subject_content_modern_foreign_langs.pdf
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GCSE Art & Design (Fine Art) 2016-18 
 

 
GCSE art and design require students to know and understand how sources inspire the 
development of ideas. For example, drawing on:  

• the work and approaches of artists, craftspeople or designers from 
contemporary and/or historical contexts, periods, societies and cultures  
• other relevant sources researched by the student  
• the ways in which meanings, ideas and intentions can be communicated through 
visual and tactile language, using formal elements, including: colour, line, form 
tone and texture. 
• the characteristics, properties and effects of using different media, materials, 
techniques and processes, and the ways in which they can be used in relation to 
students’ own creative intentions and chosen area(s) of study  
• the different purposes, intentions and functions of art, craft and design in a 
variety of contexts and as appropriate to students’ own work  

 
All students engaging will be expected to demonstrate the ability to:  

• develop their ideas through investigations informed by selecting and critically 
analysing sources  
• refine their ideas as work progresses through experimenting with media, 
materials, techniques and processes  
• record their ideas, observations, insights and independent judgements, visually 
and through written annotation, using appropriate specialist vocabulary, as work 
progresses  
• use visual language critically as appropriate to their own creative intentions and 
chosen area(s) of study through effective and safe use of media, materials, 
techniques, processes and technologies.  
• use drawing skills for different needs and purposes, appropriate to the context  
• realise personal intentions through the sustained application of the creative 
process  
 

Content for Art and Design (fine Art) can be found at: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397548/G
CSE_subject_content_for_art_and_design.pdf 
 
Progression:  How will the study of Art benefit me in my future education and 
career?  
 You can progress from this course to further study in Art and Design, including at a 

later stage foundation courses at a college of Art and Design and then on to a 
degree course. 

 You have a wide choice of courses from which to choose eg Graphic Design, 
Textile Design, 3D Design, Product Design, Theatre Design, Fine Art, Fashion, Hair 
and Beauty, Special Effects for Stage and Theatre, Animation, History of Art, Film 
and Video, Museums and Gallery courses, Interior Design, Jewellery design, Shoe 
design, Photography and Digital Media courses. 

 Many other courses require an Art qualification (either GCSE, AS or A Level) as 
desirable, eg architecture, landscape architecture, horticulture, dentistry, plastic 
surgery, hairdressing, beauty, floristry, retail display, pattern cutting and 
photography.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397548/GCSE_subject_content_for_art_and_design.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397548/GCSE_subject_content_for_art_and_design.pdf
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GCSE Business and Communication Systems    2016-18 

Specification: AQA GCSE Syllabus Code 4134 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4130-W-SP-14.PDF  

 
Course Content: What will I study? 
 

 The importance of administration and how it supports the main functions of a 
business. 

 The importance of recruiting, retaining and rewarding staff, and providing a safe 
working environment. 

 The structure and importance of communication systems within a business. 

 Using computer software in a business context; word processing, spreadsheets, 
databases, graphics, presentation software and web design. 

 
 
Assessment: How will my progress be tested and examined? 
 
In class and for homework, students will work on real-life Business scenarios where they 
will be required to apply both theory and practical (ICT) skills. 
 
The course is made up of 3 units. 
 

 ICT Systems in Business 
 Written Paper (1 hour examination) 
 40% 
 

 Using ICT in Business 
 Computer based examination (1 ½ hours) 
 35% 
 

 Investigating ICT in Business 
 Controlled Assessment 
 25% 
 
 
Progression: How will the study of Business Communication Systems 
benefit me in my future education and career? 
 
This course of study will be of practical use and personal value in building a foundation 
on knowledge, understanding and skills which will form a basis for further study.  A 
greater understanding of the Business world and advanced ICT skills will provide an 
excellent foundation for any future career. 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4130-W-SP-14.PDF
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GCSE Business Studies  2016-18 
 
Specification: AQA GCSE Syllabus Code 4133 
   http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4130-W-SP-14.PDF  
 
Course Content: What will I study? 
 
This course will provide an interesting insight into how businesses are set up and then 
run to become successful enterprises.  The course is both academic and practical and 
will cover: 
 

 Issues involved in starting a business 

 How businesses market themselves 

 How businesses survive by managing their money carefully 

 Suitable ways a business might recruit and motivate staff 

 Different production methods available to businesses 
 
 
Assessment: How will my progress be tested and examined? 
 
In class and for homework, students will work on case studies to enhance their study 
skills and understanding.  They will also take part in debates and presentations about 
issues in the business world. 
 
The course is made up of three units; 
 
Unit1 Setting up a Business 
 Written Paper (1 hour examination)  40% of the GCSE qualification 
 
Unit 2 Growing as a Business  
 Written Paper (1 hour examination)  35% of the GCSE qualification 
 
Unit 3 Investigating Businesses 
 Controlled   Assessment     25% of the GCSE qualification 
     
 
 
Progression: How will the study of Business Studies benefit me in my future 
education and career? 
 
Business Studies gives students a good overall understanding of how businesses work.  
It helps them understand how businesses are set up, how they are managed and how 
they respond to changes in the environment in which they work.  This provides a good 
background for when students come to make decisions on a wide range of issues, from 
career choices to decisions about products and services they use on a daily basis. 
 
The skills developed in Business Studies will help students in all A Level subjects and all 
jobs.  Students will improve and extend their communication, ICT and numeracy skills as 
a result of taking this course. 
 
                 
 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4130-W-SP-14.PDF
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GCSE Computer Science   2016-18 
 

 
Computer Science will enable students to:  

• understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer 
science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data 
representation  
• analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving 
such problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs  
• think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically  
• understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they 
communicate with one another and with other systems  
• understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider 
society  
• apply mathematical skills relevant to computer science 

 
Students will be expected to develop a knowledge and understanding of the 
fundamentals of computer science and programming including: 
 

• standard algorithms, including binary search and merge sort 
• following and writing algorithms to solve problems including: sequence, selection 
and iteration; input, processing and output 
• how particular programs and algorithms work 
• the concept of data type 
• representation of text, sound, and graphics inside computers 
• Boolean logic and the application of logical operators in appropriate truth tables 
to solve problems 
• systems software 
• characteristics of systems architectures 
• networks  
• cyber security: forms of attack, methods of identifying vulnerabilities, and ways 
to protect software systems 
• the ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology  
• characteristics and purpose of different levels of programming language 
  

The course content for Computer Science can be found at: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397550/G
CSE_subject_content_for_computer_science.pdf 
 
Progression: How will the study of Computer Science benefit me in my future 
education and career?  
 
Computer Science is a modern course which has real relevance for the modern world.  
Everybody has some knowledge of computers but this course will give you an in-depth 
understanding of how computer technology works and what goes on “behind the 
scenes”.  The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem solving skills 
which are beneficial in all areas of study and in employment. 
 
Information technologies continue to have a growing importance.  This means there will 
be greater demand for professionals who are qualified in this area. 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397550/GCSE_subject_content_for_computer_science.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397550/GCSE_subject_content_for_computer_science.pdf
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GCSE Design & Technology: 
Product Design  2016-18 

 

Specification: AQA Syllabus Code 4555 
  http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4555-W-SP-14.PDF 
 
Course Content: What will I study? 
 
This course is suitable for those interested in Graphics and/or Resistant Materials. The 
emphasis is on developing and making products through the use of modern media, 
materials and ICT. Students can choose to work with a variety of materials such as card, 
foam board, paper, plastics, wood, metal and smart materials.  

 How to design, plan and make a unique quality product which demonstrates flair 
and imagination. 

 How to use a variety of tools and equipment. 

 Developing drawing skills either by hand or using CAD. 

 Innovative design. 

 Working individually and as a team to develop and analyse existing products and 
design movements. 

 Modelling and prototyping. 

 Develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between the 
principles of good design, existing solutions and technological knowledge. 

 The origin, structure and performance of materials and smart materials. 

 How to integrate and use ICT applications such as CAD (Computer Aided Design) 
and CAM (Computer Aided Manufacture) into the design and make process. 

 Consideration of the environment, existing products and society. 

 Marketing and advertising. 

 Designing for success. 
 
 
Assessment: How will my progress be tested and examined? 
 
Unit 1 (45551): Written paper – 2 hours             
              40% of the total GCSE marks 

 
Unit 2 (45552): Controlled Assessment: Designing and Making Practice – 45 hours 
              60% of the total GCSE marks  
 
 
Progression: How will the study of Product Design benefit me in my future 
education and career? 
 
Career paths include exciting opportunities in the design industry such as architecture, 
website design, graphic design, display & exhibition, engineering, interior design, 
marketing, jobs in construction, product design, special effects work, publishing, 
packaging, working in multimedia, interactive media, teaching, theatre design and 
working for the environment. 
 
Design and Technology gives students the unique opportunity of developing a broad 
range skills including problem solving, considering our future environment and 
independent learning. 
 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4555-W-SP-14.PDF
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GCSE Design & Technology: 
Textiles  2016-18 

 
Specification: AQA GCSE Syllabus Code 4570 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4570-W-SP-14.PDF  
 
Course Content: What will I Study? 
 

 Design concepts, sustainable design and product analysis. 

 How to design, plan and make a quality product. 

 How to use a variety of tools and equipment. 

 Developing drawing skills either by hand or using CAD. 

 Modelling and prototyping. 

 Develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between the 
principles of good design, existing solutions and technological knowledge. 

 The origin, structure and performance of materials and Smart materials. 

 How to integrate and use ICT applications such as CAD (Computer Aided Design) 
and CAM (Computer Aided Manufacture) into the design and make process. 

 Industrial processes and how designers produce quality items. 

 Consideration of the environment, existing products and society. 

 Designing for success. 
 
Practical work: The course has a large practical element. You must be prepared to 
bring your own materials to school on occasions. 
 
 
Assessment: How will my progress be tested and examined? 
 
Unit 1 (45701): Written paper – 2 hours             
              40% of the total GCSE marks 

 
Unit 2 (45702): Controlled Assessment – 45 hours 
              60% of the total GCSE marks 

Consists of a single design and make activity chosen from a range of 
exam board tasks 

 
 
Progression: How will the study of Textiles benefit me in my future education and 
career? 
 
The practical skills and understanding of materials provide invaluable preparation for the 
future in many aspects of life, not least an awareness and ability to design and make 
your own clothes or other textiles products.  You gain an insight into related sectors such 
as manufacturing and engineering.  This should prepare you to make informed decisions 
about further learning opportunities and career choices. 
 
There may be direct progression to further study in the area of Textiles and on to 
specialist degrees in a Fashion or Textiles area, whether it be in the creative design area 
or in fashion retail.  An understanding of Computer Aided Design and manufacture can 
lead to careers in areas such as computing, sustainable design and the impact of 
consumer choices on the environment is a very good introduction to many linked career 
areas which are increasingly more urgent in the 21st Century. 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4570-W-SP-14.PDF
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GCSE Drama  2016-18 
 
Drama will offer a broad, coherent and rigorous course of study designed to inspire 
creativity in students. It will provide opportunities for students to make and understand 
drama, recognising it as a practical art form in which ideas and meaning are 
communicated to an audience through choices of form, style and convention. It will 
prepare students to make informed decisions about further learning and progression 
opportunities.  
 
Studying Drama will enable students to:  
 

• apply knowledge and understanding when making, performing and responding 
to drama  

• explore performance texts and understand their social, cultural and historical 
context including the theatrical conventions of the period in which they were 
created  

• develop a range of theatrical skills and apply them to create performances  

• work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas  

• develop as creative, effective, independent and reflective students able to make 
informed choices in process and performance  

• contribute as individuals to a theatrical performance  

• reflect on and evaluate their own work and that of others  

• develop an awareness and understanding of the roles and processes 
undertaken in contemporary professional theatre practice  

• adopt safe working practices 

The curse content for Drama can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405327/Dr
ama_GCSE_180215.pdf 

Progression:  How will the study of Drama benefit me in my future education and 
career?  
 

 Drama encourages you to explore and actively engage in a wide range of creative 
and stimulating activities, to develop as an effective and independent learner and as 
a critical and reflective thinker with an enquiring mind. 

 It develops competence in a range of practical, creative and performance skills. 

 Drama encourages you to work imaginatively and creatively in collaborative contexts, 
generating, developing and communicating ideas. 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405327/Drama_GCSE_180215.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405327/Drama_GCSE_180215.pdf
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GCSE Economics  2016-18 

 

Specification: AQA GCSE Syllabus Code   
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4130-W-SP-14.PDF 
 

Course Content: What will I study  

 

The content from the Short Course Personal Economics studied in Year 8 and Year 9 
will form half of the GCSE. However, students will need to take all the Economics 
examinations at the end of Year 11 and cannot use their results from Year 9 as part of 
the GCSE.  
 
Personal Economics (Unit 11) 
 

 Section 1. Money  
 

 Section2. Work 
 

 Section 3. The National and Global Economy 
 
This unit will be assessed by an external written assessment of 70 marks and 1 
hour 15 minutes in length. 

 

Investigating Economic Issues (Unit 12) 

 Section 1. Managing the Economy 

 Section 2. Current Economic Issues 

This unit will be assessed by an external written assessment of 70 marks and 1 
hour 15 minutes in length. There will be three questions, one assessing Managing 
the Economy and two assessing Current Economic Issues. 

Progression:  How will the study of Economics benefit me in my future education 
and career?  
 
The study of Economics develops the use of an enquiring, critical approach in order to 
distinguish between fact and opinion, build arguments and make informed judgements. 
This can be transferred into many areas of study. 

It develops knowledge and understanding of contemporary issues in a range of local, 
national and global contexts. 

It builds awareness of the moral issues that arise as a result of the impact of economic 
activity on the environment and economic development. 

It provides the economic knowledge, understanding and skills that enables the 
understanding of current events and provides a strong basis for active citizenship 

 

 

 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-4130-W-SP-14.PDF
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GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition  2016-18 

 

Food Preparation and Nutrition will equip students with the knowledge, understanding 
and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy 
eating. They should encourage students to cook and enable them to make informed 
decisions about a wide range of further learning opportunities and career pathways as 
well as develop vital life skills that enable them to feed themselves and others affordably 
and nutritiously, now and later in life. In studying food preparation and nutrition, students 
must:  

• demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking 
using a variety of food commodities, cooking techniques and equipment  

• develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical 
processes as well as the nutritional content of food and drinks  

• understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the 
physiological and psychological effects of poor diet and health  

• understand the economic, environmental, ethical, and socio-cultural influences 
on food availability, production processes, and diet and health choices  

• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional 
properties, sensory qualities and microbiological food safety considerations when 
preparing, processing, storing, cooking and serving food  

• understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different 
culinary traditions (traditional British and international), to inspire new ideas or 
modify existing recipes 

 
Practical work: the course has a large practical element. You must be prepared to 
regularly bring ingredients to school. 
 
The course content for GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405328/Fo
od_preparation_and_nutrition_180215.pdf 
  
 
Progression: how will the study of Food Preparation and Nutrition benefit me in 
my future education and career? 
 
Career paths include exciting opportunities in the food and drink industry, packaging, 
marketing, practical careers, cooking and food preparation, publishing, teaching, food 
scientist and home economist, nursing, social work and dietetics. 
 
The practical skills and understanding of ingredients provide invaluable preparation for 
the future in many aspects of life, not least an awareness and ability to design and make 
your own meals and products.   

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405328/Food_preparation_and_nutrition_180215.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405328/Food_preparation_and_nutrition_180215.pdf
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GCSE Geography  2016-18 
 
Geography will provide the opportunity for students to understand more about the world, 
the challenges it faces and their place within it. The GCSE course will deepen 
understanding of geographical processes, illuminate the impact of change and of 
complex people-environment interactions, highlight the dynamic links and 
interrelationships between places and environments at different scales, and develop 
students’ competence in using a wide range of geographical investigative skills and 
approaches.  
Geography enables young people to become globally and environmentally informed and 
thoughtful, enquiring citizens. It will require students to build on their key stage 3 
knowledge and skills to:  

 develop and extend their knowledge of locations, places, environments and 
processes, and of different scales including global; and of social, political and 
cultural contexts (know geographical material)  

 gain understanding of the interactions between people and environments, 
change in places and processes over space and time, and the interrelationship 
between geographical phenomena at different scales and in different contexts 
(think like a geographer)  

 develop and extend their competence in a range of skills including those used in 
fieldwork, in using maps and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and in 
researching secondary evidence, including digital sources; and develop their 
competence in applying sound enquiry and investigative approaches to questions 
and hypotheses (study like a geographer)  

 apply geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and approaches 
appropriately and creatively to real world contexts, including fieldwork, and to 
contemporary situations and issues; and develop well-evidenced arguments 
drawing on their geographical knowledge and understanding (applying 
geography). 

 
The course content for Geography can be found at: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/301253/G
CSE_geography.pdf 
 
 
Progression:  How will the study of Geography benefit me in my future education 
and career?  
 

 A knowledge of Geography with its links to other subjects, will be of benefit in any 
future studies.   

 As the subject covers current issues, it is continually being referred to in 
documentaries and news reports; it is very relevant in today’s society. 

 Geography provides a good background to a wide range of careers including 
environmental work, planning, landscape architecture, travel and tourism and many, 
many more.  

 Many career areas make use of the skills that Geography develops.  These include 
management, accountancy, marketing, ICT, information work, transport and 
distribution. 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/301253/GCSE_geography.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/301253/GCSE_geography.pdf
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GCSE Health & Social Care 2016-18 
 
Specification:       OCR GCSE in Health and Social Care J406 (Single award) 

    http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/68454-specification.pdf  
 
Course Content:  What will I study? 
 

 The range of care needs of major client groups;  the ways people obtain services 

and possible barriers to access; types of services that exist and how they are 

developed and organised; the principles of care that underpin all care work; the 

main work roles and skills of people who provide health, social care and early 

years services. 

 The stages and pattern of human growth and development  and the different 

factors that  can affect them; the development of self-concept and the different 

types of relationships; major life changes and sources of support. 

Assessment:  How will my progress be tested and assessed? 
 
There are two units of work to be covered: 
 
Unit 1: Health, Social Care and Early Years Provision   

Controlled Assessment: up to 18 hours research and 26 hours writing up:   
60% of GCSE qualification 
 

Unit 2: Understanding Personal Development and Relationships 
 Written examination paper   1 hour  40% of GCSE qualification  
 
Progression:  How will the study of Health and Social Care benefit me in my future 
education and career?  
 
This is a broad introduction to Health and Social Care and as such is part of a general 
education for life.  It provides an invaluable foundation for any student considering 
careers in health care (including medicine, nursing, physiotherapy and occupational 
therapy) social work and teaching.  The course content is vocational and is linked directly 
to the world of work; specialist professionals will visit the classroom and students will visit 
various Health and Social Care settings. 
 
Please note  
This course may be changed to an equivalent course that offers a BTEC or 
Cambridge National award at the end. These courses are Level 2 courses 
equivalent to a GCSE.  
 
This is because, following government changes, there will no longer be an A Level 
course in Health and Social Care A Level for Year 12 students in 2018. There will be A 
Level equivalent awards (Level 3 awards) and Coloma hopes to ensure that it is possible 
for students to have a smooth progression from Level 2 to Level 3 awards in this subject. 
As always, the availability of the course in Year 12 will be dependent on sufficient 
students wishing to study Health and Social Care at that level. 
. 
 
 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/68454-specification.pdf
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GCSE History  2016-18 
 
History will support students in learning more about the history of Britain and that of the 
wider world. The study of history at GCSE will inspire students to deepen their 
understanding of the people, periods and events studied and enable them to think 
critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, make informed decisions and develop 
perspective and judgement. This, in turn, will prepare them for a role as informed, 
thoughtful and active citizens. The discipline of history and a knowledge and 
understanding of the past will also help them to understand their own identity and 
significant aspects of the world in which they live, and provide them with the basis for 
further wider learning and study 

. 
History will enable students to: 

• develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key events, 
periods and societies in local, British, and wider world history; and of the wide 
diversity of human experience 
• engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical 
and reflective thinkers 
• develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues 
critically and to make valid historical claims by using a range of sources in their 
historical context 
• develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been 
accorded historical significance and how and why different interpretations have 
been constructed about them 
• organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in 
different ways and reach substantiated conclusions 

 
Content for History can be found at: 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/310549/hi
story_GCSE_formatted.pdf 
 

 
Progression:  How will the study of History benefit me in my future education and 
career?  
 

Knowledge gained from the study of History is in itself worthwhile, but it is also an 
excellent subject for developing and improving various skills.  You will learn to analyse 
and explain why something happened.  You will examine different sources and learn to 
judge and evaluate them in their given context in order to reach a valid conclusion.  
Furthermore, you will have the opportunity to compare and contrast views in different 
representations so that you reflect on why there are many different interpretations of the 
same event.  Additionally, you will have the opportunity to construct a coherent answer 
and organise your ideas so that you can communicate them in a clear and concise way.  
Successful historians are able to produce a well justified argument using evidence to 
support their views.  These skills are useful in many fields of work, from law to 
journalism, from research to archaeology.    

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/310549/history_GCSE_formatted.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/310549/history_GCSE_formatted.pdf


 Coloma Convent Girls’ School: KS4 Curriculum 2016-18 
 - 24 -  

GCSE Music  2016-18 

 
Music will offer a broad and coherent course of study which encourages students to:  
 

• engage actively in the process of music study  

• develop performing skills individually and in groups to communicate musically 
with fluency and control of the resources used  

• develop composing skills to organise musical ideas and make use of appropriate 
resources  

• recognise links between the integrated activities of performing, composing and 
appraising and how this informs the development of music 

 • broaden musical experience and interests, develop imagination and foster 
creativity  

• develop knowledge, understanding and skills needed to communicate effectively 
as musicians  

• develop awareness of a variety of instruments, styles and approaches to 
performing and composing  

• develop awareness of music technologies and their use in the creation and 
presentation of music  

• recognise contrasting genres, styles and traditions of music, and develop some 
awareness of musical chronology  

• develop as effective and independent learners with enquiring minds  

• reflect upon and evaluate their own and others’ music  

• engage with and appreciate the diverse heritage of music, in order to promote 
personal, social, intellectual and cultural development 

 
The course content for Music can be found at: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397
559/GCSE_subject_content_for_music.pdf 
 
Progression:  How will the study of Music benefit me in my future education and 
career? 
 
Music is very valuable in many careers.  Naturally many students want to pursue a 
career in music for its own sake through performing, teaching, music therapy, music 
publishing.  It is useful in any general teaching and in careers in drama or the arts.  
Music can build poise, confidence and co-ordination and is therefore of great benefit in 
any career. It is said that music enhances general skiils and the ability to learn and 
acquire new knowledge in any field.  Those who study Music learn to work with a team 
and yet be independent enough to perform well on their own.  These are vital skills for 
the development of any student and equip them well for the future. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397559/GCSE_subject_content_for_music.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397559/GCSE_subject_content_for_music.pdf
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GCSE Physical Education 2016-18 
 
Physical education will equip students with the knowledge, understanding, skills and 
values to develop and maintain their performance in physical activities and understand 
the benefits to health, fitness and well-being. This will require them to:  
 

• develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin 
physical activity and sport and use this knowledge to improve performance  

• understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance in 
physical activity and sport  

• perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and 
techniques and selecting and using tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas  

• develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical 
activity and sport  

• understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, 
fitness and well-being  

• understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect people’s involvement 
in physical activity and sport 

The course content for Physical Education can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397567/G
CSE__subject_content_for_PE.pdf 

 

Progression:  How will the study of GCSE Physical Education benefit me in my 
future education and career? 
 
GCSE in PE equips you to be more fully aware of fitness, a healthy, active lifestyle and 
encourages active participation in sports of different kinds; this brings lifelong benefits.     
It may lead eventually to studying for specialist degrees at university including Sports, 
Exercise and Health Sciences.   These specialist areas offer a wide range of career 
opportunities including the NHS, sports rehabilitation, physiotherapy and teaching.  
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397567/GCSE__subject_content_for_PE.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/397567/GCSE__subject_content_for_PE.pdf
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The summary of the subject content for all new GCSEs can be found at: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content 
 
 

Glossary of terms: 
 
Awarding Body: This is the examination board which writes the specification and the 

  examination; it decides on the marking scheme and awards the  
  qualification. 

.   At Coloma we use all four Awarding Bodies, AQA, Edexcel, OCR 
and WJEC. These can be accessed from Coloma’s website or 
directly e.g.   

 
    www.aqa.org.uk          (AQA) 
    http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html     (Edexcel) 
    www.ocr.org.uk         (OCR) 

http://www.wjec.co.uk/          (WJEC) 
 

 
Controlled Assessment: This is a compulsory part of some subjects.  A brief is set by 

the Awarding Body. Candidates may work in groups to 
research, make presentations etc. However, the full response 
has to be completed by the candidate on her own; it is done 
under controlled conditions in school over a period of time 
The Controlled Assignment gives the candidate the 
opportunity to gain very good marks by showing what she can 
do based on research.  

 
ESA:     Externally set assignment. This is set by the Awarding  
    Bodies in particular subjects, e.g. Art. It consists of a brief  
    which the candidate has to work on in examination conditions 
 
OFQUAL: The Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation 

(Ofqual) regulates qualifications, examinations and 
assessments in England and vocational qualifications in 
Northern Ireland. Ofqual is a non-ministerial department. 

 
 
Tiers: Some GCSE examinations have tiered entry, that is, 

candidates be entered for the Foundation Tier or for the 
Higher Tier. The Foundation tier is less challenging , the 
language is more straightforward and allows the candidate to 
gain grades from G to C. Higher tier papers have more 
challenging questions and generally allow the candidate to 
gain grades from D to A*. All girls at Coloma work towards 
entry for the Higher Tier.  

  
    

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/gcse-subject-content
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
http://www.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.wjec.co.uk/
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Overview of Grading System 
GCSE Qualifications offered at Coloma, 2016-18 

 

Subject  

Art& Design (Fine Art) 9-1 

Business  Communications  A*-G 

Business Studies  A*-G 

Computer Science 9-1 

Drama 9-1 

D&T: Textiles  A*-G 

D&T Product Design A*-G 

Economics A*-G 

English  9-1 

English Literature 9-1 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 9-1 

Geography 9-1 

Health & Social Care  A*-G  (see note on subject page) 

History 9-1 

Mathematics   9-1 

Modern Foreign Languages: 
French , German, Spanish  

 
9-1 

Music 9-1 

Physical Education   9-1 

Religious Studies 9-1 

Science (Triple award)  

Biology 9-1 

Chemistry 9-1 

Physics 9-1 

Combined Science  
(Double award) 

17 point grading scale with 
outcomes from 9-9, 9-8 through to 

2-1, 1-1.  
(This is still under governmental 

consultation). 

 
The new English Language, English Literature and Mathematics 9-1 GCSEs were 
introduced for all students in England in September 2015. This means that the awarding 
body and specification have been chosen for these subjects already, and you will find 
details of these on the subject pages. 
 
For Art, Computer Science, Drama, Food Preparation and Nutrition, Geography, History, 
Modern Foreign languages, Music, Physical Education, Religious Studies and Sciences   
the new GCSEs will be introduced this September. The subject content is already 
known, and the link to the relevant government webpage is given on each subject page 
in this booklet. The details of the awarding body and specification chosen at Coloma will 
be on the Coloma website when your daughter progresses into Year 10 in September. 
 
The GCSEs in Business Communications, Business Studies, Economics, Health & 
Social Care, DT Product Design and Dt Textiles (or new equivalent qualifications) will not 
be introduced until September 2017 so the current awarding body and specification are 
shown on the subject pages. 


